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A General Court of the Governor and Company of 
-Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay will 
be held, in pursuance of the provisions of the Charter, at 
their House in Fenchurch Street, on Tuesday the 23rd 
day of November next, at One o’clock, for the purpose 
of Electing a Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Committee 
for the year ensuing. The Ballot will commence at that 
hour and close at Three o’clock. 

By the Tth George III, cap. 48, no person can be 
admitted to vote who has not been in possession of Stock 
for Six Calendar Months, unless such Stock shall have 
been acquired by bequest, or by marriage, or by succession 
to an Intestate’s Estate, or by the custom of the City of 
London, or by any deed of settlement after the death of 
any person who shall have been entitled for life to the 
dividends of such Stock. 

The Transfer Books of the Company will be closed on 
Thursday the 11th, till Wednesday the 24th proximo. 

By Order of the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 
Committee of the said Company, 


Hudson’s Bat House, 

London, October 28 th, 1869. 


WILLIAM G. SMITH, 

Secretary. 



REPORT. 


In accordance with the provisions of the Company’s 
Charter, the Governor and Committee have called a 
meeting of the Proprietors, for the purpose of electing a 
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Committee for the 
ensuing year, and have the honour to submit the follow¬ 
ing Eeport:— 

The Hudson’s Bay ships have returned in safety and 
delivered their cargoes from York and Moose Factories in 
good order. We regret to state that the returns show a 
falling off, as compared with those of last year, in most of 
the descriptions of furs. We believe that this is, in a great 
measure, owing to the failure of country provisions, which, 
to a large extent, prevented the Indians from wintering 
on their usual hunting grounds. At the same time, owing 
to the early setting in of winter, the returns from the 
remote hut valuable districts of Athabasca and Mac¬ 
kenzie’s River have been left in the country, and will not 
come forward in time for the ordinary sales in March. A 
large quantity of the Canada returns was lost off the 
coast of Newfoundland, by the stranding of the steam¬ 
ship “Cleopatra;” hut it is satisfactory to state that these 
goods were fully covered by insurance. 

The Proprietors are probably aware that the negotia¬ 
tions for the transfer of the Company’s territories to the 
Dominion of Canada have been brought to a conclusion. 



It is understood that, on or before the 1st of December 
next, the sum of £300,000 will be paid to the credit 
of the Company at the Bank of England. Upon the 
receipt thereof, a deed will be executed on the part of 
the Company, surrendering to Her Majesty the territory 
held under the Charter, reserving a specified amount 
of land round the posts and factories, and the right of 
selecting by lot one-twentieth of the land that may from 
time to time be set, out for settlement within the Fertile 
Belt, by the Canadian Government. The Company will 
be relieved from all the responsibility of Government, 
and we are informed that the Dominion of Canada will 
forthwith proceed to establish legislative and judicial 
bodies, and to open up roads and lay out land for settlement. 

We have not failed to point out to our officers in the 
country the necessity of cultivating the most friendly 
relations with the Canadian authorities. We believe that 
the interests of the Company and of the Dominion 
are identical, and we look forward with hopefulness to 
increased facilities in carrying on the trade. So soon as 
the money is paid over, and the transfer completed, it 
will be our duty to call a Special Meeting, and it is our 
intention to submit for approval a resolution authorising 
the return of £3 per Share to the Proprietors. 

The Proprietors have frequently been informed of the 
investigation by Commissioners of the claims of the Com¬ 
pany against the Government of the United States under 
the Oregon Treaty; and it is satisfactory to state that, by 
an award of the Commissioners dated the 10 th of September 
last, 650,000 gold dollars are to be paid to the Hudson’s 
Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies, in the 
proportion of 450,000 dollars to the former, and 200,000 
dollars to the latter. It is stipulated that the payment of 



the amount shall be made in two equal annual instal¬ 
ments, the first within twelve months, and the second 
within twenty-four months after the date of the award, 
without interest and without deduction. 

There will be a considerable sum to be deducted for the 
expense of counsel, witnesses, &c.; and a proportion of 
the amount falling to the Hudson’s Bay Company is 
claimed by the chief factors and chief traders under the 
Deed Poll. \ 

vWhen the^e claims ^re adjusted a \completc account 
will Tse laid before the\Proprletors, add we shall then 
be prepitved to state our views as to the-disposal bf the I 
Money. 

Looking to the decrease in the returns of the year, 
and to the fact that the goods are not yet realised, we do 
not feel justified in recommending an interim dividend of 
more than four shillings per share, to be paid as usual 
in January. 


We regret to announce the loss by death of our esteemed 
and valuable colleague Mr. Daniel Meinertzhagen, whose 
large experience in business was of great service to the 
Company. 

We have much pleasure in stating that Mr. Thomas 
Holdsworth Newman, of the firm of Messrs. Newman, 
Hunt & Co., long engaged in the trade of British North 
America, has consented to join the Board, and we trust 
that he will meet the support of the Shareholders. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

C. M. LAMPSON, 

Deputy-Governor. 

Hudson’ e Bay House, 

London , November 9th , 1869. 






186? November proceedings missing. 




